'u e-reb [x?] * mat Kdr-an-dun-id-as lo 'li-dam-mi-qu-ma eli M ma-har lir li-bil-lu-ni ki-is-ri ^'ma-as-sar-tu^ dun-nu-nu-ut
mat ' mat A-ra-mu mm Ku$-ta-ri iv 10 ' 1,000 talents of gold ; 1,000 talents of choice and select antimony; 10,000 talents in ingots of copper; 1,000 talents in bricks of lead; 6,000 ' sticks ' of tin ; 10,000 ' bales ' of dark-blue wool; 15 '10,000' bales ' of (violet-) purple wool; 10,000 ' bales ' of bright-red wool; 5,000 garments for officials ; 5,000 garments for courtiers; 5,000 linen garments, 5,000 garments with embroidered trimmings ; 20 '5,000 leather shields ; 4,000 [...].
sd bit re-du-u-tu lu-u na-as-qu lb 'lu-u bi-e-ri met-la qar-du-tu

'lu-u kal-lim pu-luh-tu t lu(?)-L u ra\-[ni\u-u iv a-mir- §u-nu lu-u ga-lid a-na [x x x] ia 'qaq-qar lis-hi-tu-nim-ma ina la me-la-an? s 19 'li-qa-mu-nu a-di te-e-mu an-na-a w u-gammi-ru ku-nu-si na-de-e a-hi 21 'lu-u ti-sd-a lib-ba-Jcu-n[u lu-u ta-ab]
The marked paragraphs are each devoted to different regions whose rulers are addressed in a poetic narrative style reminiscent of the epic in which Tukulti-Ninurta I boasts of his successes in Babylonia and the north.
10 They are instructed to bring their tax-payments (irbu) u to a specified collection point. This had been the practice since Old Babylonian times when taxes or tribute in kind were amassed at strategic points for use in times of famine or to supply the local economy or armed forces under orders from the central administration. None of the places named in this text is, however, elsewhere known in this connexion.
12 It can, however, be deduced that the first section (i. l'-4') relates to territories lying in south-west Persia (possibly Elam) since Dunsaidu lay in the district of (Dur-)Papsukkal in Babylonia adjacent to the lower East Tigris.
13
The second section (i. 5'-21') names the lands of Gimir (the Cimmerians), 14 Parsii, 15 Kassu, and Media and thus indicates the tribal areas in western Persia and north of the Zagros Mountains which were the target for frequent raids by the Neo-Assyrian kings. The inclusion of Meluhha, which lay on the Persian Gulf, 18 shows that no precise geographical sequence is followed. Specific orders are given in this same section 17 for a display of military might against tribes in the deserts to the west (Aramaeans and ' tent-dwellers ' 18 ) and south-west (Chaldaeans) of Babylonia. In this case it would be expected that the small fragment (BM 82685) which mentions a rising of the Sutu (1. 8') in the Central Euphrates would follow in the text below this column.
19
The broken lines commencing column ii (l'-4') do not enable either the type of tribute (white horses ? . This text shows that, in t h e Neo-Babylonian period a t least, Meluhha was to be distinguished from the same name as applied to Ethiopia (contra T. Jacobsen, Iraq, x x n , 1960, p . 184, n. 18). 17 
A LATE BABYLONIAN TBIBUTE LIST?
Egypt (Misir). Indeed, interest must centre in the tribute demanded from this closely defined area, 22 primarily on the amounts and forms of the commodities. The arrangement listing precious then basic metals followed by wools, garments, and equipment continues the pattern of earlier tribute lists. 23 The analysis which follows shows that the items are traditionally those exacted from countries bordering the eastern Mediterranean and that the amounts, though large, are not necessarily fictitious when compared with the annual tribute claimed in other texts by Neo-Assyrian, Neo-Babylonian, and early Achaemenid monarchs. These heavy dues represent a major imposition on vassal states at their initial submission or at a time of special requisition or must be the total amounts collected from the areas during an unstated period. The following notes are but a step towards the solution of the problems of authorship and date.
The tribute list
Gold and silver were the usual tribute demanded by the Assyrians and their successors from Egypt and Syria. Adad-nirari III (c. 803 B.C.) took 2,300 talents of silver and 20 talents of gold from Mari' of Damascus as part of the price for sparing that city. 24 Shalmaneser III received 150 talents of gold from Metenna of Tyre, 25 while Sargon II took 2,100 talents of gold from Carchemish alone. In 701 B.C., 30 talents of gold and 800 of silver were paid to Sennacherib by Hezekiah of Judah. 26 These figures must be judged in the light of Solomon's claim to an annual revenue of 666 talents of gold from local sources, to which must be added annual imports averaging at least 140 talents in fine gold brought by merchants from Ophir (1 Kings ix, 28; x, 14). In addition there were special tribute payments of 120 talents from the Arabian queen and other foreign rulers (1 Kings x, 10, 25).
Gold and silver were normally conveyed in the form of vessels taken from temples and storehouses. Ashurbanipal, who used 34 talents of gold to cover only two wooden columns in the Ashur temple, claims to have received gold from Egypt in dust form. 27 It was early conveyed in ' packets' (wepesw), 28 but ingots, like those making up the 40,000 talents of gold found by Alexander in the Persian palaces, seem to be more common in the Achaemenid era. 35 and amau. 36 Copper (eru) was acquired from campaigns in the west when it was abstracted from mines in Cilicia (Que), Syria, Cyprus (Alasia), and North Arabia. These rather than Magan, the traditional southern ' home of coppermines ', 37 would have been the sources of the copper used for casting eight lions weighing 11,400 talents to decorate the palace of Sennacherib at Nineveh. 38 The technical term sudddtu (pi. of sud(d)u ' melted down ') used of the tribute in this list may well be the word for the copper ' ingot' which B. Landsberger has hitherto thought lacking. 39 In earner periods the circular flat disks of metal (qaqqdru), which later came to denote a large weight, the talent (Heb.
3), were employed almost exclusively of copper, as at Alalah in Syria. Lead (abdru ; Sum : a.bar) was the commodity commonly collected from the peoples of southern Anatolia by Tiglath-pileser I of Assyria and his successors. Adad-nirari III in 803 B.C. received 300 talents from Damascus alone. It was used in industry, for ' scientific ' experiments, glass manufacture, pharmacopeia, and in instrument making. 40 Though Tiglath-pileser I had received his annual tribute of lead in the form of lead-lumps from the town of Milidia, 41 the present list implies that it was transported in ' brick' form (agurru) of a shape, and doubtless of a size, commonly made from moulds as used in making kiln-fired bricks. The same form is attested for transporting bitumen, glass, basalt, silver, and other metals in the reigns of Ashurbanipal and Nabonidus. 42 The logogram an.na (Akkadian andku) is certainly to be identified as tin (rather than ' lead') on the basis of the evidence recently collected and discussed by B. Landsberger. 43 This was the commodity much used by the merchants in the Old and Middle Assyrian periods in their traffic between Cappadocia and their capital Assur. 44 Jehu of Israel included tin in his gift brought to Shalmaneser III in the Lebanon in 741 B.C., so that the amassing of 6,000 talents of tin (c. 175 tons) in the late Babylonian period, even if impressive, is not impossible. If uppu denotes the form in which tin was transported in quantity it is of special interest. The word is used of part of a door 45 and is usually interpreted as a ' key' 46 though W. G. Lambert has recently suggested a ' handle ' (thong) in an Assyrian proverb which he translates ' Do you strike the face of a moving ox with a strap ? ', 47 and B. Meissner suggested ' goad' 48 which suits both this proverb and an unpublished lexical text.
49
Such a ' stick' or ' goad' could be used for drumming or duelling as it was by Shamgar. 50 Though K. C. Thompson argued for ' tube ', 51 it is suggested that our text shows that tin was transported in bulk in the form of ' sticks '. 52 The dyed wools (sipdti) of Phoenicia were highly prized and frequently 42 49 In the author's possession ; bulug sa.gud.ra zabar : up-pu, i.e. a copper (tipped or studded) stick used by the ox-herd. 50 ZA, NF, XVIII, 1957, 313, cf. Judges iii, 31. I am elsewhere showing that the Heb. ^BISO (Isaiah xiv, 29 ; xxx, 6) may refer to the ' prick ' of the snake rather than to its ability to fly ! (as RV). 51 R. C. Thompson, Dictionary of Assyrian chemistry and geology, 118. His alternative translation ' drum ' is based on the synonym MUisu. More than one word uppu may well be in question. 62 Mr. W. R. Lewis, Assistant Director of the Tin Research Institute, kindly informs me that ' sticks ' of tin (up to 20 inches in length) are still manufactured. In this form the tin is easily transported and cut down to size when malting small additions to solders, bronzes, and other alloys of tin. The fact that tin has a low melting point makes it easy to cast sticks even with the most primitive equipment. Early sticks or ' straws' of tin from Nigeria are illustrated in Tin and its Uses, LII, 1961, 9.
of use, available at https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms. https://doi.org/10.1017/S0041977X0006314X claimed among tribute taken by the vanquishers of the coastal area from which they were the principal export. Large quantities of 100 talents were shipped at one time and the usual stock of a town merchant was 19-20 talents (600 kg.), often kept as whole fleeces. A talent of wool (30-3 kg.) was valued at 12 shekels of silver in the days of Ashurbanipal. 53 The colours of the wool are specified. The study by L. B. Jensen shows that the murex produced dyes of many colours ranging from green to blue, red, purple-red or blue-purple, and that the so-called Tyrian or royal purple could vary in antiquity from deep red to black or violet. It may well be impossible to recover an exact equivalent with our present colour scales. 54 The commonest wool dyes in Akkadian texts are uqnu (za.gin ' blue ' ) ; takiUu (Hebrew nTQPl ' blue-purple ' ) 5 5 and argamanu (Ugaritic argmn, Heb. ]03"18 ' (violet-)purple'). It is likely that the ideogram SAG stands here for argamanu. 66 There were a number of red dyes of which hasmanu (glossed Ugar. phm ; SA 5 ; Nuzi Human hasmanuhhe) may well be ' dark-red' 57 ; tabarru has been interpreted as ' red-purple ' (Speiser) or ' purple' (Brinkman), but there is some additional evidence from the medical texts that it was predominantly ' bright red \ 6 8 If these tentative identifications are accepted, the tribute text would call for wools in the predominant colours-blue, purple, red; though in practice the range of colour within each vat-load would have varied.
This text provides valuable information for the standard by which dyed wools were measured and the form in which they were transported. Sheared wool was sold by the local shekel (weight). In Akkadian, as in Hebrew, a common local standard of measurement may be omitted as obvious. 59 In the treaty of Suppiluliuma with Niqmandu of Ugarit the latter pledges ' 500 of blue (uqnu) wool, 500 of red (hasmanu) wool'. The omitted measure is unlikely to be merely ' shekels ' 6 0 since this would make this item of less value than those lower in a list scaled down according to value. It may well be that there, as in the present text, the reference is to sirpu (constr. sirip). Since sirpu describes or qualifies wool of three different colours it cannot be interpreted as ' red-dyed wool (or fabric) '. 61 In Neo-Babyloriian texts sig sirpani heads a list of different coloured wools distributed and designates the standard by which the following items may be interpreted. The translation proposed here is ' hank' since this strictly denotes a measure of wool, textile or twine, though the large quantity of 10,000 sirip of the various wools would have been tied up in bales for transport.
The provision of garments or lengths of cloth (TI?G) to court officials is known also from tribute lists from Ugarit. 62 Here the cloth is of wool (cf. 1.18', ' linen ') and undecorated (for this is covered by birmu, 1. 19'). Sennacherib's annals bear witness to the collection of armaments as part of tribute. He took 10,000 bows and 10,000 shields ( is -aritu) during his campaigns in Syro-Palestine in 701 B.C. 63 The prescription of tanned leather (dmu) here may imply that they would be newly manufactured.
Date and purpose
If it be granted that the foregoing examination of the tribute as detailed shows that the quantity and types of commodity might reasonably have been produced from the west to an overlord in Babylonia, it remains to try to determine more closely the aim and date of the document. The narrative instructions (col. ii) are closer in style to late Assyrian and Babylonian correspondence 64 than they are to the more grandiose demands of the epic of Tukulti-Ninurta I I ' in whose sight gold and silver was not precious \ 6 5 There are no traces of vast claims like those in the fictitious letters of Gilgamesh demanding ' . . . 24],000 white horses with black blazes, 70,000 black horses with white blazes, 100,000 whose bodies bear fama&M-markings, 40 Moreover, that element of boasting over a predecessor's incapabilities or denigration of his military or religious actions is entirely absent from what remains of this text. 67 The historical limits for dating the text are set by the reference to the lands of the Cimmerians and Medes, Parsii, Syria (Hattu), and Egypt. These territories were subject to Esarhaddon for a few years, but more firmly controlled by his son Ashurbanipal who conquered Lower Egypt in 664 B.C., campaigned in the Zagros Mountains (Kassu), raided Media, and subdued his rebel brother Samas-sum-ukin who, as king of Babylon, claimed to be King of Akkad, Kaldu, Aramu, and Karandunias. Moreover, he so plundered the Arabs that he could justly claim that in his day ' Camels I distributed like sheep, sharing them among the people of Assyria. Throughout my land camels were bought for a shekel and a half of silver each at the gate-market \
68
The Cimmerians, Media, Parsu, as well as the kings of the west, are named among all the Asiatics who, with the exception of the Arabs, were subject to Cyrus II, Cambyses, and Darius II. 69 Cyrus himself claimed that ' all the kings of the entire world from the Upper to the Lower Sea, those who are seated in throne rooms, (those who) live in other [types of buildings, as well as] all the kings of the west land living in tents (kustari) brought their heavy tributes and kissed my feet in Babylon (Su.an.na) '. 70 It is possible that the text discussed here is part of the orders to his subject-kingdoms which enabled him to put forward such a claim. According to Herodotus (in, lxxxix-xcii), during all the reign of Cyrus, and afterwards when Cambyses ruled, there were no fixed tributes, but the nations severally brought gifts to the king. By the time of Darius II the satrapies owed a fixed annual tribute payable, if in silver, according to the Babylonian talent. It may be noted that the fifth satrapy-' the country reaching from the city of Posiderium on the borders of Syria and Cilicia to the borders of Egypt' comprising all Phoenicia, Palestine, Syria, and Cyprus, is identical with late Babylonian Hattu whose annual tribute was by this time fixed at 350 talents. There are, as yet, too few correspondences with documents of the last days of Ashurbanipal and of his successors in Babylonia for a more precise identification of this tablet. Its exact nature must therefore remain a matter of speculation until a more complete text is discovered.
